
 
 

1753 Kirby Road, McLean, VA  22101 
(703) 714-8200 

 
PTA General Meeting 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 
 
 

Date of Minutes:   December 13, 2016 
 
Type of Meeting: PTA General Meeting 
 
Purpose of Meeting: Officer Reports; Committee Reports 
 
Time of Meeting: 9:00 a.m. 
 
Adjourned: 10:14 a.m. 
 
Location: Cafeteria at Chesterbrook Elementary School 
 
Attachments:   Agenda; Statement of Net Income (Loss) for Period Ending November 

30, 2016; Attendee Sign-In Sheet  
 
Summary: Officer and Committee Reports 
 
 
WELCOME / INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Courtney Brown called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.  Approximately 10 members 
attended the meeting (based on visual count). 
 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 
 

 President: Courtney Brown announced that she and Natasha Haubold are working on 
migrating the Chesterbrook PTA website to a new vendor.  The move has been more involved 
than anticipated but they hope to have it completed soon. 

 
President Elect:  Natasha Haubold reminded everyone that submissions for the 

Courier are due each week on Tuesday.   
 

Fundraising:  Heather Heil reported that she is investigating options, including Pie-
tanza and Cava Mezze Grill, for this year’s second restaurant night fundraiser.  Lavina Colaco 
stated that the PTA may have already booked Chipotle for this event, and explained that the 
PTA did very well with the Chipotle restaurant night fundraiser last year.  Heather indicated 
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that she would follow up on any existing plans. 
 
Heather reported that Stephanie Sword is in the process of preparing for an online 

spirit wear sale.  Heather also reported that Laura Faino has delivered the toy drive donations 
to Graham Road Elementary School.   
 

Treasurer:  Lavina Colaco reported that the Fall Book Fair earned over $30,000 
(compared to approximately $28,000 last year).  The entire fair, and particularly the Saturday 
morning event, was a great success, and Lavina offered thanks to the chairs for this 
fundraiser. 

 
Lavina reported that the PTA earned over $2,000 from the Pulcinella’s restaurant night 

(compared to approximately $1,500 last year).  Lavina further reported that spirit wear sales 
are going well, and that the PTA has sent in its December payments for membership. 
 

Secretary:  Rachel Farrell reported that the minutes for the October and November 
meetings are final and ready to be posted on the PTA website.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 Fun Fair:  Rebecca Hunter reported that the Fun Fair Committee met last week and 
that all subcommittees now have chairs.  In January she will meet individually with each chair 
to discuss the specifics of their assignment.  Rebecca explained that several new ideas were 
presented at the meeting, but that given the short amount of time before the 2017 Fun Fair, 
the PTA will postpone consideration of these ideas until the 2018 Fun Fair.  Rebecca reported 
that the Fun Fair Committee has settled on a theme of “Around the World.” 
 
 Amanda Abraham offered to solicit gift cards for the class baskets. 

 
 PRESENTATIONS / NEW BUSINESS / MOTIONS 

 
Courtney Brown announced that there has been discussion of converting from a PTA 

to a PTO.  Courtney explained that the benefits of this change would include a more flexible 
budgeting method, less strict reporting requirements, and cost savings by avoiding dues.  
Courtney and Natasha Haubold offered to establish a committee to investigate this potential 
change. 

 
Amanda Abraham stated she would like to form a Teacher Communication 

Committee as a forum for teachers to voice their concerns with parent expectations 
regarding communication, and as a means of establishing appropriate guidelines for 
parent-teacher communications.  As an example, Amanda offered that other schools have 
implemented a rule under which teachers have 48 hours to respond to parent 
communication.  Principal Fuqua was receptive to the idea, but explained that all 
discussion needs to go through him and Assistant Principal Britt first.  Principal Fuqua 
explained that as a first step, he would organize a group of teachers to meet with the PTA 
to evaluate the helpfulness of the PTA's suggestions.  Principal Fuqua explained that 
guidelines would be helpful but that we also want everyone to be heard. 
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SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 
 Principal’s Report:  Principal Fuqua discussed recent incidents of student 
misbehavior and disrespect toward staff.  He explained there has been difficulty with 
parent understanding of and reaction to the administration's handling of disciplinary 
matters.  Assistant Principal Britt expressed the need for parents to be aware of the 
impact technology can have beyond the school setting. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting (L. Colaco) and seconded (N. Haubold).  The 
motion passed unopposed.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m. 
 
 
Rachel Farrell, PTA Secretary 
 
 
The minutes were: 
 
____ Approved as submitted 
 
__X__ Approved as corrected 
 
Date:  January 10, 2017 


