
 
 

1753 Kirby Road, McLean, VA  22101 
(703) 714-8200 

 
PTA General Meeting 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016 
 
 

Date of Minutes:   October 4, 2016 
 
Type of Meeting: PTA General Meeting 
 
Purpose of Meeting: Officer Reports; Committee Reports 
 
Time of Meeting: 9:00 a.m. 
 
Adjourned: 9:55 a.m. 
 
Location: Cafeteria at Chesterbrook Elementary School 
 
Attachments:   Agenda; Statement of Net Income (Loss) for Period Ending 

September 30, 2016; Attendee Sign-In Sheet  
 
Summary: Officer and Committee Reports 
 
 
WELCOME / INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Courtney Brown called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  Approximately 20 members 
attended the meeting (based on visual count). 
 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 
 

 President: Courtney announced that the November 8 ballot will contain a Fairfax 
County Meals Tax Referendum.  She reported that the PTA’s official position is in support of 
the meals tax proposal.  She explained that Arlington and Loudoun Counties have similar 
meals taxes to what Fairfax County has proposed and that these additional tax revenues 
would be used to close our school budget deficit and increase teacher salaries. 

 
Courtney reported that there will be another change to the PTA meeting schedule for 

the 2016-2017 school year.  All meetings will now be held on the third Tuesday of each 
month.  All meetings will still be held in the morning. 
 

            Courtney announced that the new PTA website will be available soon and will provide 
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a simpler interface and better reporting.  She explained that the website will have a new link 
for online submissions to the Courier and Thursday folders.   

 
President–Elect: Natasha Haubold thanked the Fall at Chesterbrook Committee, 

Jennifer Ruggiero, Emma Blankenbaker, and Alison Burwell, for organizing a very successful 
event. 

 
Natasha reported that currently the Courier is being distributed in both electronic format 

via email and paper format in Thursday folders.  She explained that in order to save 
resources and keep costs down, the PTA will be shifting to exclusively electronic distribution 
over the course of the year.  Natasha explained that paper flyers will still be available for 
special events.  Natasha also referenced the new link for online submissions to the Courier.  
She asked that any special requests regarding editing (e.g., requests to use exact language) 
be noted clearly with each submission.  
 

Fundraising:  Heather Heil reported that the Fall at Chesterbrook fundraiser was a 
success and had a large turn out.  Heather noted that Pulicinella Restaurant Night is coming 
up on October 18 and Courtney offered to send an email blast advertising the event. 

 
Treasurer:  Lavina Colaco reported that since July 1, 2016 the PTA has raised $1900 

through the Amazon School Rewards program.  She asked that parents spread the word 
about the easy fundraising available through this program.  Heather Heil suggested that we 
remind parents before the holidays and will contact Patti Lewyn, Chair of the Amazon School 
Rewards Committee, to discuss.  Lavina also reported that Friends of Chesterbrook has 
raised $9380 to date. 

 
Lavina noted a few points about the September 30, 2016 Statement of Income.  She 

explained that all expenses from the school kits sale have not yet been paid so the budget 
does not yet reflect them.  She also explained that although PTA membership is doing well 
so far this year, the current budget does not reflect the money that will be paid out of 
collected dues to the Virginia and Fairfax PTAs (i.e., $3.75 to Virginia PTA and $0.25 to 
Fairfax PTA for each $20 Chesterbrook PTA membership). 

 
Lavina reported that the PTA tax filings are in the process of being prepared by a 

parent volunteer, Elena Polykoff, and are due in November.  She also reported that the 2015-
2016 completed audit report will be sent to the Virginia PTA shortly. 
 

Secretary:  Rachel Farrell reported that the minutes for the September 13, 2016 and 
September 20, 2016 meetings are final and ready to be posted on the PTA website.   

 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 
Fall at Chesterbrook:  Jennifer Ruggiero announced that Fall at Chesterbrook raised 

approximately $575 over its profit goal of $1350.  She reported that approximately 110 
families placed orders and that all but 10 orders were picked up at the event on Saturday, 
October 1. 

 
There was some discussion about charging admission to the event in future years, but 
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Jennifer noted that parents already pay a mark-up on purchased items and that charging 
admissions could preclude counting Fall at Chesterbrook as a community event for purposes 
of the 3:1 fundraising requirement (i.e., the PTA must maintain a ratio of 3:1; three community 
building or educational events for each fundraising event).  Natasha Haubold suggested that 
in future years the PTA could staff a table at the event to promote and collect for PTA 
membership, the grocery card program, and Friends of Chesterbrook. 

 
 

 PRESENTATIONS / NEW BUSINESS / MOTIONS 
 
Courtney Brown explained that the PTA still has several open volunteer positions that 

need to be filled. 
 

 
SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT   
 

Principal’s Report:  Principal Fuqua updated the membership on the recent safety 
threats to the Fairfax County schools, which authorities determined were not credible.  He 
noted that Chesterbrook recently held an announced lockdown drill.  An attendee asked that 
he announce to parents when lockdown drills occur.  An attendee asked why the school does 
not have a double set of doors at the front entrance for greater physical security.  Principal 
Fuqua explained that Chesterbrook was last remodeled seventeen years ago, at which time 
that sort of security measure was not commonplace.  Other attendees expressed concerns 
about the security of the front entrance and the playground and inquired whether any 
increased security measures are being considered.  Principal Fuqua explained that the new 
computer check-in system in the office was added for additional security and offered that all 
suggestions are welcome. 

 
Principal Fuqua mentioned a recent incident in a Chesterbrook classroom involving a 

smoking radiator.  He explained that the school was not evacuated and that the Fire Marshall 
was present and issued an approval. 

 
Principal Fuqua drew attention to the new tables in the cafeteria.  He noted that the 

surfaces are sealed and should be more durable.  He made requests for future capital 
improvements including new couches for the library and possible reconfiguring of library 
walls. 

 
Principal Fuqua reported that Chesterbrook currently has 679 enrolled students.  He 

stated that the school is fully staffed and he hopes to retain everyone.  He explained that the 
fourth grade is currently very large but there are not enough students for a fifth class this 
year.  An attendee asked who makes decisions about class sizes and Principal Fuqua 
explained that class size caps are established on a county-wide basis. 

 
Principal Fuqua briefly discussed Dr. Garza’s resignation as FCPS Superintendent.  

He stated that her current Deputy will likely serve as Interim Superintendent while a search is 
conducted for Dr. Garza’s replacement. 

 
Principal Fuqua noted that there has been a dramatic increase in the number of 

student visits to the clinic this year.  To date there have been 518 student visits, compared to 
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approximately 250 at this point last year.  He reported that not all of the visits have been due 
to actual illnesses, and as such, he is looking into ways to lessen the load on the clinic and 
prevent students from missing instructional time. 

 
Finally, Principal Fuqua reported on the upcoming teacher work day, he and the 

teaching staff will be attending a conference with our entire school pyramid to share ideas 
amongst schools.  He further reported that some teachers will be attending a math workshop 
in November. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting (J. Ruggiero) and seconded (N. Haubold).  The 
motion passed unopposed.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 
 
 
Rachel Farrell, PTA Secretary 
 
 
The minutes were: 
 
_X__ Approved as submitted 
 
____ Approved as corrected 
 
Date:  October 14, 2016 


