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PTA General Meeting 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 
 

Date of Minutes:   April 18, 2017 
 
Type of Meeting: PTA General Meeting 
 
Purpose of Meeting: Officer Reports; Committee Reports 
 
Time of Meeting: 9:05 a.m. 
 
Adjourned: 10:12 a.m. 
 
Location: Cafeteria at Chesterbrook Elementary School 
 
Attachments:   Agenda; Statement of Net Income (Loss) for Period Ending March 31, 

2017; Attendee Sign-In Sheet; FCPS Family and School Partnerships 
Handout 

 
Summary: Officer and Committee Reports 
 
WELCOME / INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Courtney Brown called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Approximately 7 members 
attended the meeting (based on visual count). 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 
 

 President: Courtney Brown reported that the brick fundraiser is going well and 
progressing according to schedule.  She also reported that the spring book fair will be held 
next week and that a SignUp Genius should be sent to solicit volunteers.  Courtney reported 
that the Social Committee is planning a PTA volunteer potluck on June 1.  

 
Fundraising:  Heather Heil reported budget information from Lavina Colaco, who was 

unable to attend the meeting.  The Fun Fair numbers reflected in the budget are not 
completely accurate as a few expenses still need to post.  Lavina will get final numbers to 
Rebecca Hunter and Natalie Kennedy later this week.  Amazon budget numbers are the 
same as last month because Chesterbrook did not receive any funds from Amazon this 
month.  Lavina hopes that the situation with Amazon will be resolved soon.  Summer Quest 
has raised over $93,000 to date.  Friends of Chesterbrook fundraising is at approximately 
$34,000 to date.  Lavina encourages the PTA to get flyers and blasts out in order to push for 
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the $40,000 budget goal.   
 
Jennifer Brandley reported that the PTA has promised, and needs to deliver, five blasts 

for each Business Friend.  Jennifer explained that she would like to get the Family Friends 
and Business Friends documents from Natasha Haubold so that she can edit and send them 
out herself.  Jennifer also reported that Friends of Chesterbrook has established a committee 
to develop new initiatives, including levels of sponsorship and a PTA position for a volunteer 
to handle all Friends of Chesterbrook communication. 

 
Heather Heil reported that she would like to get information from Haycock Elementary 

and other local schools regarding their March Madness basketball fundraisers.  Heather 
suggested that Chesterbrook could adopt a similar social fundraiser in place of the fall 
pumpkin sale, which does not raise a significant amount of money for the school.  Courtney 
Brown commented that she would like to establish more social events like this to facilitate 
greater community connection and PTA involvement.  Jennifer Brandley suggested that each 
grade host one social event for parents of students in that grade per school year.  She also 
suggested that the PTA ask parents if they want to be included on a social email list when 
they sign up for room parent email lists at the beginning of the year.  Rebecca Hunter 
suggested that the PTA host one social event exclusively for moms and one for dads. 

 
Heather Heil reported that Amy Schomer is working on Sprout school supply kits for 

next year.  Heather noted that the girls kit for one grade costs more than the boys kit and 
suggested that this discrepancy should be addressed.  Attendees also questioned why 
Chesterbrook’s kits cost more than similar kits at other schools.  Patti Lewyn suggested that 
Amazon and Target both offer school lists and that Chesterbrook might earn more through 
their affiliate programs than through the Sprout supply kit program. 

 
Courtney Brown reported that she has changed Chesterbrook’s website to comport 

with the new requirements of the Amazon affiliate program.  Patti Lewyn reported that 
Chesterbrook could create a “Chesterbrook Mall” webpage with all affiliate provider links, 
including Amazon and any others (e.g., Walmart, Shutterfly, Target).   

 
Rachel Farrell reported that the Square 1 Art fundraiser sales were very close to last 

year’s total.  Rachel reported that the artwork orders will be delivered within the next week.  
She explained that there were some difficulties with paper orders, including receiving orders 
past the submission deadline and incorrect payment amounts.  Because the vast majority of 
the orders were placed online, which eliminates the opportunity for these errors, Rachel 
proposed that Chesterbrook offer only online ordering for next year.  There was support for, 
and no objection to, this proposal.  Jennifer Brandley suggested that the PTA send reminders 
to parents before the winter holidays that art orders may be placed for the prior year’s 
artwork.  

 
Membership:  Elysha King reported that the PTA just got two new memberships.  She 

also reported that the PTA will cut off membership in mid-May for accounting purposes.  She 
announced that the PTA will be selling this year’s remaining directories for $2 to clear out 
inventory. 
 

Secretary:  Rachel Farrell reported that the minutes for the March meeting are final 
and ready to be posted on the PTA website.   
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SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 
 Principal’s Report:  Principal Fuqua introduced Karen Branch-Brioso, the FCPS 
Family Engagement Representative for Region 2.  Ms. Branch-Brioso provided a brief 
discussion and handout regarding the services her office provides, including parent 
information phone lines, parent handouts and tip cards, and school-based parent resource 
centers.   
 
 Principal Fuqua reported that the administration is preparing for the end of this school 
year as well as next year.  They are getting ready for SOL testing in May and June.  They are 
looking at staffing for next year as they get information about which teachers will be returning.  
The administration is focusing on various initiatives to help learn about Chesterbrook 
students’ strengths and develop them, including responsive classrooms.   
 
ADJOURN 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting (S. Cramer) and seconded (H. Heil).  The motion 
passed unopposed.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
 
Rachel Farrell, PTA Secretary 
 
 
The minutes were: 
 
_X__ Approved as submitted 
 
____ Approved as corrected 
 
Date:  April 28, 2017 


